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This project is designed to map families” home languages, collect resources about pathways to
college in these languages, and make these materials available at no cost to families and partnerships.
According to the U.S. Civil Rights Act of 1964, each state is required to collect and report on the family
languages of students who speak a language other than English at home. We obtained this information
from state Department of Education websites or through telephone contact. Across six states (Arizona,
California, Hawaii, Kentucky, New Mexico, and Rhode Island), we identified 150 languages and
collected materials in 19 languages besides English (See Table 1).

The importance of retaining home languages has been documented in much research. When
parents cannot speak to their children because of a language barrier, they cannot convey their values,
beliefs, understanding, and wisdom. Rifts can develop and families can lose the intimacy that comes
from shared beliefs and understandings (Wong Fillmore, 1991). In contrast, materials in families’ home
languages can support the intergenerational project of building pathways to college and cultural
identities. Immigrant students who successfully build these pathways often name parents as their top
resources (Cooper, Chavira, & Mena, 2005). We welcome your suggestions for additional resources.

Table 1: Home Languages across Six States
Note: Pathways to college materials are available for languages in bold at
www.bridgingworlds.org

AZ CA | HI KY NM RI
Languages
Afrikaans X
Akan X X
Albanian X X X
Amharic X
Apache (San Carlos) X
Apache (White River) X
Arabic X X X X X
Armenian X X X
Ashanti X
Assyrian X
Bassa X
Belarusian X
Bengali X X X
Bosnian (Serbo-Croatian) X X
Bulgarian X X
Burmese X X
Cambodian (Khmer) X X X X X
Cape Verdean X
Cebuano (Visayan) X X X
Chaldean X
Chamorro (Guamanian) X X




Languages

R

Chaozhou (Chaochow)

Chinese

Chinese, Cantonese (Yue)

Chinese, Hakka

Chinese, Mandarin (Putonghua)

Chinese, Min Nan (Fukienese)

Chuukese (Trukese)

XXX X[ X

Cocopah

Creole, Patois

X

Cutchi

Czechoslovakian

Dan

Danish

X[ X

Dine

Dinka

Dutch

Ebira

English, Creolized

Ewe

Finnish

French

French Cree

German

Greek

Gujarati

X[ X

X[ X

Haitian Creole

XXX XXX XX | XX | X

Haulapai

Hawaiian

Hebrew

Hindi

Hmong

XXX

XXX

XXX

Hopi

Hungarian

Ife

Igbo

XXX

llocano (llokano)

Indian

Indonesian

Italian

Japanese

X[ XX

XXX | X

Jicarilla

Kaibab-Paiute

Kannada

Kashmiri

X[ X

Keres
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Languages

Khasi

Khmu

Kinyarwanda (Ruanda)

Korean

Kosraen

Kpelle

Krahn

Kru

Kurdish (Kurdi, Kurmaniji)

Lahu

Laotian, Lao, Laothian

XX | X

Latvian

Lebanese

Lingala

Lithuanian

Luganda

Lwo

Malayalam

XXX | X | X

Mandinka

Marathi

X

Marshallese

Mende

Mescalero

Micronesia

Mien (Yao)

Mixteco

Navajo

Nepali

Nuer

Oriya

Other Indian

Other Non-Indian

Pacific Language (unspecified)

Palua

Pashto

Peagin

Persian, Dari

Persian, Farsi

XXX | X[ X

Pima

Pohnpeian

Polish

Portuguese

Punjabi (Panjabi)

Rumanian (Romanian)

Russian

XXX [X|X

XXX |[X|X|X
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Languages
Samoan X X X

Serbian X
Serbo-Croatian X
Shona
Singhalese X
Sinhala
Slovak
Somali X
Spanish X X X
Supai X
Swahili
Swedish
Tagalog X X X
Taiwanese X
Tamil
Telugu
Tewa X X
Thai X X X
Tigrinya X X
Tiwa X
Tohono O’odham (Papago) X
Toishanese X
Tongan (Tonga) X X
Towa X
Turkish X
Twi
Uganda
Ukrainian X X
Urdu X
Uzbek
Vai X
Viethamese X X X
Visayan X
Wolof
Yaqui X
Yoruba X X
Yugoslavian X
Yuma X
Zuni X
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